THE OSSINING PUBLIC LIBRARY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

FEBRUARY 27, 2006 (revised)
Attending:  Joyce Lannert, Bob Minzesheimer, Walter Ludlum, Peter Capek, Thomas Staudter, Edward Falcone and Alice Joselow

President Lannert called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Community Room of the library.

Minutes: A motion was made (Capek, Minzesheimer) to approve the amended December 2005 minutes. Unanimous. Another motion was made (Ludlum, Lannert) to approve the January 2006 minutes Unanimous. 

Expansion update: The village’s DPW will move the fire hydrant and piping in front of the new library. There is some concern about the scaffolding now in place for the new building possibly an issue for pedestrians on the sidewalk; JMOA will meet with DPW to resolve the concern. Strengthening the fence along the Moose property is being addressed. A change order for more piping has been tabled until more information is presented to the board. It’s hoped that the front sidewalk will remain open for decorative plantings.

Invoices: A motion was made (Minzesheimer, Capek) to approve the following invoices: BH&A 2452 ($38,470.37), BH&A 2453 ($2, 152.60), Special Testing Laboratories 19616 ($3,823.00), Special Testing Laboratories 19709 ($1,180.50), JMOAEngineering 6416 ($17,007.77), JMOA Engineering 6459 ($17,233.69), EduTek 13943 ($4,625.00), Journal News ($187.48), plus the following invoices from Horizon Engineering: H4C-72LE ($2,500.00), H4C-72LF ($3,239.56), H4Z-45LG ($1,015.00) and H4Z-45LH ($2,126.25). Unanimous.

Rental of Neighboring Parking Lot: It has been suggested that we trade an easement to the parking lot next door for the use of some of some of the parking spaces. Alice Joselow will bring the idea to Linda Carpenter at the school district for discussion.

Resolution No. 4 – 2005 – 2006 – Acceptance of Grants for Library Construction: The second and final payment ($16,227.00 from the $27,673.00 total) from a NY State grant to support drilling of the geothermal wells arrived. A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to pass the resolution accepting the grant. (Attached to the minutes.) Unanimous. The payment was to be transferred to the capital fund for construction.

Budget 2006-2007: Falcone presented a revised budget worksheet from what board members received earlier. With increased programming he’d like to add new staff. Lannert asked if positions would have to be filled off the civil service list. Staudter urged no staff increases until the new library opens. Joselow stated that staff was already dealing with morale issues. Falcone noted that his revised budget was a 7% decrease from earlier figures. (His first budget draft called for a 20% increase over the previous year’s totals, and his second draft called for a 13% increase.) Fine points of the worksheet were questioned until board decided Capek and Staudter would meet with Falcone to look at budget numbers again. All present pledged to be advocates for library services. Board members were reminded that final budget numbers have to be at the school district offices by April 17.

Director’s Report: Falcone noted that the present parking situation at the library is awful due to the construction, and that circulation was off as a result. The Ossining Review of Books, a feature on the library’s website, is getting a positive reception. The results of the teen survey are on the way. Falcone also stated that a bookstore in the county has a program with a nearby library in which library patrons receive vouchers that can be redeemed at the bookstore, an idea that drew a lukewarm response from the board. The board received news that the fees for legal services from the library’s attorneys would increase for 2006-07,and a motion was made (Minzesheimer, Staudter) to accept the increase.

Old business: The March Energy Fair being hosted by State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef at the Croton Municipal Building on March 25 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. will include a presentation about the use of geothermal energy for the new library, which the Environmental Club from Ossining High School will prepare. An advisory committee, formed to solicit Directors for an Ossining Public Library Foundation, has recruited Richard Wishnie to serve as the Foundation's first President. Discussion regarding the official date and celebration for the new library’s opening was tabled until the next meeting, as was discussion regarding the library’s policy on outside tutors. The acceptance of a gift to the library and possible “naming” opportunities were also tabled.

New business: President Lannert, whose second term as a member of the library’s board of trustees is up in June, would like to stay on until the construction of the new library is finished. The board’s present policy of trustees leaving after two terms is unenforceable and illegal, according to Dan Petigrow, the library’s legal counsel, whose advice on this matter Lannert had sought. A motion that would extend Lannert’s term for one year was tabled until the next meeting.

The next meeting of the board was scheduled to be held in the technical services room on Tuesday, March 14 at 7 p.m.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to adjourn the meeting at 10:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Staudter

