THE OSSINING PUBLIC LIBRARY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

APRIL 24, 2006 (rev.)
Attending: OPL trustees Joyce Lannert, Bob Minzesheimer, Walter Ludlum, Peter Capek and Thomas Staudter; OPL director Edward Falcone; and Cheryl Cohen.
President Lannert called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m. in the small conference room of the library.

Agenda: Staudter asked that a discussion of a possible increase in the number of library trustees be added to the agenda.

Minutes: A motion was made (Minzesheimer, Ludlum) to approve the revised minutes from the board’s April 3, 2006 meeting. Unanimous. 

Expansion Update: Construction of the new library continues. A slab of the foundation from the original library was discovered. Engineers are working out problems with a retaining wall and drainage on to neighboring properties. Verizon will determine whether existing telephone poles will need to be moved. The lease of additional parking spaces is still in negotiation. An award from the Alliance of Green Schools and Communities in recognition of the OPL’s new library was to be presented later in the month. The recycling and possible sale of existing library furniture was being looked into. The construction was deemed to be 65% complete by the contractor. Cost projections were close to target. Falcone said there was money in the budget to hire a moving company to get everything over to the new library; bids will go out for the job. Also, the architect will be working with an interior designer to fine-tune the “look” of the library. Capek asked that moving bids include the length of time needed to the job. Regarding “naming opportunities,” Minzesheimer forwarded an idea that individuals and corporations donating money to the new library be recognized with something like small plaques on a wall, but Staudter complained the idea projected a subtle message about exclusion and elitism. Nonetheless, the consensus was that recognition for donations to the library be made somehow, and several options were discussed. A motion was made (Minzeshimer, Staudter) that the new library’s main reading room be named in memory of John Cheever, author and longtime Ossining resident. Unanimous. 
Invoices: A motion was made (Staudter, Ludlum) to approve the following invoices: Keane & Beane #424601 ($480.00); Journal News ($86.28); Horizon #H4Z-45LJ ($880.00); JMOA #6525 ($17,767.01); and Eberlin & Eberlin #3762 ($700.00). Unanimous.

Director’s report: The technology coordinator for the WLS is checking to see what new RFID systems can interface with the OPL system. A concrete proposal is on the way. The OPL will buy equipment from WLS, the tags from the vendor. Meanwhile, contract negotiations with CSEA will begin soon; Rick Freyman, former business manager for the school district, will be asked to sign on to help. 
Old business: Lannert asked that Falcone look into the purchase of “green” cleaning products for the library. The anticipated fall opening of the new library will necessitate a dedication ceremony, and perhaps a “parade of books” from the old library. Minzesheimer said the grand opening of the library should be in conjunction with National Library Week in April 2007. A motion was made (Staudter, Capek) that a committee be formed to oversee the planning and events connected to the grand opening of the new library. Unanimous. A motion was made (Staudter, Ludlum) that fellow library trustee Bob Minzesheimer chair this new committee. Unanimous, after Minzesheimer assured he was up for the job. The trustee liaisons to the Advisory Committees offered updates. 
New business: Staudter presented the idea that the library’s board of trustees be increased to seven members total from the present five, citing the need for greater community input. Falcone and Lannert will look into what is necessary to enact the library’s charter change to make the increase. More discussion is needed.

The planned café in the new library will require an outside vendor to run it, and so Request for Proposal will be needed. Hours of service of the café were discussed, as were design, rent charges and furnishings. Minzesheimer suggested that a walk-through of the new library be scheduled for members of the media.

The next meeting of the board was scheduled to be held in the Community Room on Wednesday, May 31st at 7 p.m.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to adjourn the meeting at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas Staudter

