THE OSSINING PUBLIC LIBRARY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

APRIL 3, 2006

Attending:  Joyce Lannert, Bob Minzesheimer, Walter Ludlum, Peter Capek, Thomas Staudter, Edward Falcone, Cheryl Cohen, Joyce Koyner and Chris Surovich.

President Lannert called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Community Room of the library.

Minutes: A motion was made (Minzesheimer, Ludlum) to approve the revised minutes from the board’s February 2006 meeting. Unanimous. Another motion was made (Minzesheimer, Ludlum) to approve the minutes from the March 2006 meeting. Unanimous.  

Board Term Extension: President Lannert reiterated her willingness and desire to continue her oversight as a board member of the construction of the new library through to its completion, thus necessitating either an extension of her term or a vote to abolish the board’s present policy on limiting board service to two five-year terms. The library’s legal counsel had found term limits to be unenforceable and “illegal,” in fact, and Staudter presented to the board a similar ruling from Public Library Law in New York State. Outside legal counsel Staudter had met with suggested a need from the NY State Attorney General for a formal opinion on the matter. Lannert pointed out the board’s leadership in the building process, and suggested that few, if any, of her fellow board members would have had the time to conduct the oversight she had. A motion was made (Staudter, Ludlum) to abolish term limits for trustees of the Ossining Public Library. The motion passed, with voting as such: Staudter, Ludlum, Capek and Lannert—for the motion; and Minzeshiemer—against. Minzesheimer said the issue, as he saw it, was not the capabilities of any trustee but the idea of changing the rules in the middle of the game. He'd favor abolishing term limits only for future, not current
trustees. More discussion about asking for a formal opinion from the NY Attorney General on the matter of board member term limits for “school district” libraries, and in the end the board asked for the library’s counsel to draft a letter along this line of inquiry. Minzesheimer disfavored spending any more money on the matter. Capek agreed to draft the letter to the library’s legal counsel about the question. Falcone was directed to begin advertising for a board opening that Lannert will then vie for with other interested candidates. Staudter asked that the board look into changing the library’s charter to expand the board to seven or more members.

Budget 2006-2007: Falcone presented a revised budget that was similar to the one last seen by the board a few days earlier: Differences dealt with budgeting for rising electricity costs and the elimination of some rental expenses. Staffing for the library was discussed, and Falcone asked that four new hires, in conjunction with the opening of the new library, be approved for inclusion in the budget. Staudter expressed concern that the new hirings were being okayed before any need was perceived. A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to approve the budget as submitted and for it to be sent to the school board. Unanimous.

Expansion Update: A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to approve a resolution that awards a $190,020.00 contract for shelving to Library Interiors, Inc. Unanimous. Another motion was made (Capek, Ludlum) to approve a resolution that awards a $223,510.00 contract for millwork to Library Interiors, Inc. Unanimous.

Parking during the transition to the new building was discussed; the board decided to notify Mr. Rodriguez, owner of the parking lot next door to the library, that it was not going to continue leasing spaces from him. Lannert was set to meet village officials about complaints that the work site of the new library was potentially dangerous to passersby.

Invoices: A motion was made (Staudter, Minzesheimer) to approve the following invoices: BH&A 2499 ($25,646.91), BH&A 2500 ($2,704.58), BH&A 2501 ($495.00), JMOA 6483 ($17,016.05) and Kayler ($2,540.25). Unanimous.

Director’s report: A 27-page statistical compendium relating the OPL for the Annual Report for Public and Association Libraries 2005 was presented to the board. A motion was made (Ludlum, Minzesheimer) to approve this fact-filled document for inclusion in the report. Unanimous. A motion was made (Minzesheimer, Ludlum) to hire several new pages to work at the library. Unanimous. Falcone said that the WLS will be adding new services regarding the internet for its members. He’s met with automation consultants and is looking at RFID vendors with the idea of saving money on these services.

Old business: Lannert said that Richard Wishnie had been selected as chairman for the Ossining Public Library Foundation, which is in the process of forming; a joint meeting of the foundation board and the library’s board of trustees will be scheduled. 

     The idea of naming possibilities in the new library was tabled.

     Regarding a “grand opening” of the new library, Minzeshiemer suggested that a date be picked and a week-long of special events be planned. Ludlum proposed that Minzesheimer should lead an ad hoc committee in charge of helping to plan the special events. Although the library should be open to patrons much earlier, the “grand opening” will likely be in March or April 2007; Cheryl Cohen suggested National Library Week in April. 

     The present policy against paid tutors being able to set up shop in the library was left in place after short discussion.

The next meeting of the board was scheduled to be held in the small conference room Monday, April 24 at 3 p.m.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Staudter

