THE OSSINING PUBLIC LIBRARY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

June 15, 2006

Attending: OPL trustees Joyce Lannert, Bob Minzesheimer, Walter Ludlum, Peter Capek and Thomas Staudter; OPL director Edward Falcone. Guests: Chris Surovich, Cheryl Cohen, John Hawkins and Maryann Minozzi..
President Lannert called the meeting to order at 5:05 P.M. in the community room of the library.

 Minutes: A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to approve the revised minutes from the board’s May 31, 2006 meeting with one minor correction—that the events being planned for April 2007 are to celebrate the library rather than to mark the opening of the new library, which will have taken place, it is hoped, months earlier. Unanimous. 

Expansion Update: A contract substitution with Malcolm Patrick is in place and being readied for signing by the Board. All of the planned work is to be completed, including the wall work. Because of necessary lead time, the mill work for the new library is being ordered now. Site security was discussed: some gaps in the fencing will repaired. The parking lot lease was signed. The partition wall for the theater in the new library is being handled by Beatty Harvey’s engineer and the construction manager. An answer about pricing is forthcoming. As for the furniture from the old library, the Mt. Vernon Public Library has agreed to take virtually all of the furniture except the shelving.
Invoices: A motion was made (Staudter, Minzesheimer) to approve the following invoices: NYSIR #A00YA050306 ($11,830.00) and Horizon #H4Z-45LL ($1,512.50). Unanimous.

Director’s report: Falcone noted that there had been some air conditioning problems. A “Vision Statement” that Falcone wrote in 2002 was discussed. The 5000 sq. ft. space in the basement of the new library, presently not earmarked for a specific use yet, will need addressing at some point. How the OPL Foundation will help stage improvements was discussed. A name for the Teen Lounge in the new library is still under consideration.
Old business: Legal advice regarding the RFP for the new library’s café didn’t alter the document. Staudter suggested that signage at the café, especially neon and brightly lit or excessively commercial, be prohibited. Term agreed on was for 5 years. The RFP will be mailed to vendors, issued as a press release, put on the web site and sent out as a legal notice. Expansion of the board was discussed; a change in the by-laws is needed to do so. Staudter and Minzesheimer spoke in favor of the expansion to 7 members; Ludlum felt the increase was not warranted. A motion was made (Staudter, Minzesheimer) to change the by-laws and increase the board membership to 7 members. Vote passed 4-1; Ludlum was the nay vote. The staggering of terms and the number of years of each term to be figured later. Changing the library charter in Albany will take several months, so bringing on new board members will need to wait some.
New business: Election of officers for 2006-2007 was conducted. Results are: Bob Minzesheimer—President; Peter Capek—Vice President; Thomas Staudter—Secretary. Meeting with Foundation Board was discussed, with much of the focus on future projects. Minzesheimer noted that the library should apply for the Big Read, an event that communities across the nation have enjoyed, but with the new library being finished it would be wise to send in the application after the new year.
The next meeting of the board will take place July 17 at 7 P. M. in the community room of the library.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Minzesheimer) to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 P.M. Unanimous.
The meeting’s guests wanted to make some comments, however, and so a special comment section is to be placed in the agenda for future board meetings. For the record, after the adjournment Chris Surovich spoke to the board of how the construction site of the new library presented potential risks to patrons, staff members and the public, stressing the need for better safety measures. She also offered the idea that furniture costs for the new library may be too high, and as a resident and taxpayer, she asked the board to be fiscally responsible in this regard.
After a dinner break the board re-convened to meet privately with four candidates for an open position on the board.

At 8: 40 p.m. President Minzesheimer called the board to order for a vote on a new trustee.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Capek) to nominate Joyce Lannert for the position on the board. Vote was four in favor, one against. All welcomed Lannert (back) to the board.

A motion was made (Ludlum, Staudter) to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Staudter

