
Name: ______________________  
English 10 Summer Assignment 2017 

 
Acceptance Speech 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
Nobel Peace Prize, Oslo, 1964 

Read and annotate Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Nobel Peace Prize speech.  For words 
written in bold within the speech, please find and write the definitions. Then, based on the 
speech, answer the questions in full sentences. For each question, be sure to include textual 
evidence.  This assignment is due on Wednesday, September 6! 

Paragraphs 1-5 of the speech 

1. How does King describe the current state of the civil rights movement? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is nonviolence according to King? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. To what societal (moral and political) debate is King responding? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Paragraphs 6-10 of the speech 

4. What does King mean by “isness” of humanity’s present nature? (line 37) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



5. Where does King use a religious tone in his speech? Why? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is the “genuine civilization” King has the audacity to believe in? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



7. How does King use language (diction, figurative language, etc.) to evoke/arouse/stir up 
emotion in his speech? 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is the message of this speech? Provide textual evidence to support your claim. 

 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 







 



 


